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Assessing  the  Economic  Value  of  Protecting 
the  Great  Lakes  Ecosystems 


The  Great  Lakes  are  a  major  asset  to  all  Ontarians.  They  contribute  billions  of  dollars  to 
Ontario's  economy,  including  the  value  of  goods  and  services  we  often  take  for  granted 
such  as  clean  drinking  water  and  recreation.  The  lakes  provide  most  of  the  raw  power 
and  cooling  water  that  sustains  the  province's  energy  supply.  They  give  Ontario  an 
economic  advantage  and  a  competitive  edge. 

The  Great  Lakes  also  provide  services  essential  to  the  well-being  of  residents  in  the 
basin,  purifying  water,  assimilating  waste,  moderating  our  climate  and  creating  a  seaway 
for  the  shipping  of  goods.  Equally  important,  the  lakes  are  home  to  thousands  of  fish, 
plants,  and  animals.   Putting  a  price  on  that  resource  is  difficult  but  useful  if  we  are  to 
fully  appreciate  the  costs  and  benefits  of  protecting,  conserving  and  restoring  this 
valuable  natural  resource. 

Keeping  the  Great  Lakes  clean  and  healthy  is  expensive.  There  are  costs  to  individuals, 
industries,  and  governments  to  prevent  and  deal  with  pollution  and  habitat  destruction  in 
the  lakes. 

Ontario  has  released  the  results  of  a  study  commissioned  with  support  from  the  Toronto 
and  Region  Conservation  Authority,  and  the  Great  Lakes  and  St.  Lawrence  Cities 
Initiative.  The  report  -Assessing  the  Economic  Value  of  Protecting  the  Great  Lakes 
Ecosystems,  developed  by  Marbek  Resource  Consultants  -  finds  that  we  can  expect 
significant  economic  return  when  we  invest  in  actions  that  keep  the  Great  Lakes  healthy 
and  sustainable. 

The  study  shows,  for  example,  that  we  can  expect  an  economic  return  of  up  to  two 
dollars  for  every  dollar  we  invest  in  actions  to  prevent  high  levels  of  nutrients  from 
entering  the  lakes. 

When  it  comes  to  protecting  wetlands  around  the  lakes,  we  can  expect  an  economic 
return  of  up  to  35  dollars  for  every  dollar  we  invest. 

The  study  finds  that  the  most  cost  effective  investment  in  the  Great  Lakes  is  in 
preventing  problems  before  they  happen.  If  we  invest  in  preventing  invasive  species 
from  entering  the  Great  Lakes,  for  example,  the  short  and  long  term  economic  benefits 
easily  outweigh  the  costs  of  dealing  with  aftermath  of  an  invasion. 

Overall,  the  Great  Lakes  economic  study  suggests  that  Ontario's  investments  to  restore 
and  protect  the  Great  Lakes  are  wise  investments  that  benefit  the  environment  as  well 
as  the  economy. 

For  more  information  on  the  Great  Lakes  economic  study  please  visit: 
www.ontario.ca/healthyqreatlakes. 
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